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Instruotor: Mariann C, Mazzullo

ow To Undertake Child Find Activities'

The following are activities ghat should be considered in going about Child Find
Activities:

1
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I. Announcement of chil search in local newspapers including information
concerning:

_4.

specifi -c population age range, type of 4andicap, (list specific
areas)

B. services offered to p rents, children, siblings4 including:

1. program for childr
2. program for parents (home program, study-groups, parent groups,

individual counselin )
3. child evaluation
4. home program for children
5. information center: 'searing hoube for child activities

C. confidentiality of all information taken, given and recorded
D. names of staff members with titles and description of their roles
E. name, title,,aatiress, and phone number of contact person(s)
F. 'no fee .to patents or children

Article should be written in simple language so that lay persons will be
able to clearly understand the purpose of the,program. If at all possible, a
staff member should read the article before its publication .to insure that the
\information is pres ted accurately, and non-offensively.

A calencla of meetings, dates, and places where staft.members from the
Chi i wiil/present the program to the various community groups should-also
be rinted at t)ris time.

II. Erochure

.draw up brochure to advertise programs; include answers to who, what
were questions;

A. who: age range

types of handicaps (iery simple non-threatening language:
children who have hearing and vision problems, learning
problems, movement problems, behaviour problems, self-help
problems)

B. what: types of services offered: instructional programs for
children and parents together; home programs for children
and parents, parent study groups, parent workshops,
individual parent counseling, child evaluation, information
clearing house for child activities; referral agency

C. where: describe location, (public school setting) No Fee (em-
phasized) describe regional area from which population
is selected (for example, Mamaroneck-Larchmont)
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I.print in languages that r spond to the various langioge groups in the
population leach set pf inguage brochuresshoulds be Color-coded)

. /
. evelcTinarTaelmFIca-Trrogrpm.thAt describes plugram to 50m0, extera:'
acronyms tend tO obscure program message;

..art, work on brochure shov,l4_1?;e reled.`to program content and pe
'simple: the sane monil buld be used irValI publicicAons concerning,:
the program (see append4s #s l, 2, 3, 4).

.

III. Posters

.posters should be
,shopping centers,

1-

printed on cover toCk an4placed in supermarkets,
apartment lobbies, elevators, playgrounds:

.information on the poster should include:
location of progiam and phone number L
age range
types of handicap
no fee
-regional area specified
same art work as brochure (see appendix #S).

IV. Letter to Teachers

p

I
.all teachers in the school district (public, private, parochial)
should receive a letter explaining the program to them. Attached to
the letter should be the program brochure (see appendix #6.)

V. Letter to Parents

.all children in school (elementary through high school, public,
private, parochial) :should receive a letter explaining the program
with an attached brochure to bp delivered to their parents. (see
appendix #7.)

VI. Presentation of Program to Agencies, Community Groups, Parents

.staff member(s) should present program to various agencies in the
community in an effort to publicize the problem and get referrals.

A. Social Services Agencies

.consult Red Book (Directory of Social S rvide Agencies)

.consult newspaper community calendar f schedules of meetings

.List of agencies will follow. These a encies. were visited by

our Pre-School Program. Comparable ag ncies should exist in

most areas: (see Appendix #8 for outl'neof presentation to
professional agencies)
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1. Center fob Preventive P ichiatry: After a presentation
at this Center, the pro essional staff offered its setifiCeS
tothePre-i.Sehool-Lc -nientlY1---fcrt(pkohiatric- d agantiei--
and evaluations, On an emergenck basi,s, these services were

'ent. They also offered us psycho-*
educational consultatio for programming for children who had-
behavior problems.- -(Tb's -was-offered-as- a second opinibh to
the program that was es ablished for youngsters at the'Pre-
School Learning Center.

2. Community Counseling Ce ter, Mamaroneck, N.Y: This agency
has, aS its primary fun tion, counseling and therapy with
families of adolescent oungsters. Some of the youngsters

.

that attend the Pre-Sch of Learning Center have parents add
siblings who die involv d in this, service. As a result, it
was our feeling that ou services should be made known to.them;/
should they come in con act with a family that has a pre-

\ school youngster who they might be able to refer to us'. This
source was.-able to relate information'to us'concernin0 various
\problem families that exist in oUr locality and we were able
to 6ffer a valuable service to them in terms of child study,

. child program, and parent program for pre-school handicapped
youngsters. Services are available at this Center at a
minimal fee or gratis.

3.* Westchester Department of Social Services: Department of
Child Protective Services. A lecture was given to those
social Workers who have cases in the Mamaroneck-Larchmont
area to familiarize them with the program "objectives and '

clientele.

4. Westchester Association for Retarded Children: An informal
meeting was arranged wherein our professional staff met with
the professional staff of this organization to explain the
scope of the program that was being offered to pre-school
handicapped children in the Mamaroneck-Larchmont area. WARC
has a pre-school program for children with developmental lags;
no children from Mamaroneck-Larchmont have been attending or
teferred for 3 years. It is their feeling-that parents hesi-
tate to identify their children as having developmental lags
until they a school-age. Information like this that was
gathered n only from this agency but other agencies listed
above a below, further reinfotced our feeling that an active
child- ind must be undertaken with vigor in our area so as to'
turn p the population that we were seeking. The thrust of
the child-find had to be comprehensive as well as non- threat-
ening to the residents of this community.

S. New Rochelle Guidance Center: It was an informal discussion
with other professionals. They informed us of their services
and a detailed description of our services was given as well
as brochures and posters left with them. (Again we cannot
stress enough the fact that these agencies have been.in#ited
to visit our program not only for good will purposes, but also
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o share professional informs.tift c ncerning youngSters,
branch of the New Rochelle Guidan e Center, namely the

onedLGuidance Center was also visited and similar
cttvtttes were perforMea.

6. Westchester 4ghthouse: Besides,the informal aspect to

our visit with the Director and proes$ional staff. of the
lighthouse, -Iiiformitioli was iharia-b-Ttlie agency that there
Have been recorded no legally blind children residing in

-the Mamaroneck-Larchmont area under the age of 5 at'p esent.

4

7. .Burke Rehabilitation Center: Professional to profes ional;

4;informatioh sharing and referral seeking. Services are

available Burke on a sliding scale.

8. The Council '\f Social Agencies: This is a center for
referral sources, that is used by professionals and agencies

in the Westchester area. They prepare a booklet describing
all the services and programs in Westchester, and application
has ban made for the Pre - Scholl Learning Cent# to be listed

in their Directory. Weekly contact has been maintained due
to the vast reaches of this partiCular organization, in terms

of referring youngsters to the program. Every, effort shodld

be made to list the ilsource in as many appropriate directories

as possible.

9. Department of Public Health: P lick Health Nurses Assoc.:
Information sharing; professions s to professionals. This is

an important agency to contact a they have referred several

children to the Pre-School Learning Center for evaluation
and program. Research also points to this agency as a val-

uable source of referrals.

\.
10. Visiting Nurses Association (private voluntary organization):

Information sharing; professionals to professionals.

11. Family Services: Mamaroneck branch: Information

sharing; to professionals.

12. Center fo Family & Child Development, White Plains
(affiliat d with the New York Hospital, Westchester'Division).

.After the initial visit to these agencies, the various people were
invited from each ofthe agencies listed above to visit the Pre-
School Learning C nter so that they might obtain firstrhand in-

formation concerning the services that we have to offer. This,

and phone contacts have enabled us to maintain continual contact

with these agenciet.

A list of the medical community agencies,will follow. These

agencies were visited by our Pre.School program. Comparable

agencies should exist in most areas.
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. Pediatricians: The pediatricians that service. the Mamaroneck -

Larchmont area have been visited on an on-going basis with an
initial visit explaining the program and leaving brochures in
-their-Waititig rooiffsto be raidirEy tfferr- patients. Follow-up
-contacts have been-nade- by social workers the- program txr-
cerning specific children tilt have been referred.

--A-IfstingafTiediatilcians can be found by consulting with the
County Medical Society. An important aspect in starching for
refe rals is to-contact pediatricians in the butlying areas that
will not be directly receiving services as some parents will take
youn sters to pediatricians that are not locally based but perhaps
may b 1 or 2 towns away. t,

.A lec ure was given at the County Medical Society to relay informa-
tion :bout our services to the medical community. This meeting
includ d orthopedists, neurologists, cardiologists, opthamologists,
psychi trists and primary care physicians.

. In addi ion to this lecture, we talked with the nurses in the 2
hospita s that service our community and one of the socialkworkers
gave a eCture to the Pediatric Department at one of these hospi7
tals. I itial visitations were made to the area's orthopedists,
neurolog sts, child psychiatrists, opthamologists, and optometrists.

4
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. Hospitals that have particular programs that service the pre-
school, ha dicapped population were visited:

1. St. Agnes Hospital Center for Cerebral Palsy.

2. St. incent's Psychiatric Hospital.

3. Albers Einstein Rousseau Clinic and Rose F. Kennedy Clinic: -

Develo ment clinics that service the Westchester area.

4. Columbi Presbyterian: Development clinics that service
the West hester area.

5. New York ospital, Westchester Division,: Development clincs
that servi e the Westchester area.

6. Beth Israel Hospital, New York City: Development clinics
that service the Westchester area.

7. Downstate Medial Center, Brooklyn: Development clinic.

8. New York Univer ity Rubella Clinic.

9. Blythedale Childr n's Hospital: Orthopedically Handicapped
and Neurological andicapped youngsters.

10. Westchester County edical Center (Grasslands): Sunshine
Cottage Children's S rvices.



C. Therapeutic Nurse

---krNevr-Rocholle -Gtaciance-anrrer-Thetaftixtrc-Ifurs.

Nursery; t
erapeu

3. St. Agnes Therapeutic Nursery.

' 4. Crearview School Therapeutic Nursery.

5. Blythedale Hospital'qherapeutic Nursery.

6. Grasslands Therapeutic Nursery.

D. Day Care. Centers

I. Mamaroneck Community Action Program Day-CareCenter.

2. New Rochelle Day Nursery Center.

3. Day Care Centers connected with Universities.

4. Department of Social Services Family Day Care Center,
Mamaroneck-Larchmont Branch.

t

5. Mamaroneck Pre-Kindergarten progtam.

E. Play Schools

. Initially work was done' with the nursery schools in terms of,
information sharing and referral seeking. Since that initial
contact, work has been done by the professional staff with the
nursery school in terms of specific cases and specific needs of
children and inservice workshops.

. Private and Church - Related Nursery Schools

.In order to locate the nursery schools in a given community, the
following sources sho d be consulted:

yellow pages
Kindergarten tea ers in the system
Board of Educat n for listing of nursery schools
Churches and T les.

.The following i a listing of nursery schools that were contacted
in our search:

I. Privd e Nursery schools:

Pengilly Nursery School

Parkside Nursery School

8
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c. -Larchmont, Play School

d. Mrs. Sjbst%dt Play School

f. HUdson Country Day

g. Monroe Nursery School

01'

h. ,Saxon Woods Nursery School

i. Windward Nursery School

2. Church-Related Nursery-Schools:

a. Ethical Culture.

b. St. John's Episcopal Church

c. Mamaroneck Methodist Co-op

d. Westchester Jewish Center

e. LarchOont Temple

f. Moneessori at St. Augustine's

g. Larchmont Ave. Church

h. :Trinity Church of New Rochelle

i. St. Vito's Church

j. Little Flower Montessori

k. Memorial Montessori of New Rochelle

1. Mid-Chester YMHA

m. New Rochelle YWCA

n. Port Chester YWCA

o. White Plains YWCA

p. Westchester Day School

q. Temple Israel Nursery School, White Plains

r. Temple Israel, New Rochelle

F. Community Parent Resources

1. The PT Council for Amblyopia Screening

9
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2. Council on Family & Youth.

4. Parish Council of St. .Jo

Parish Counci1 of St: Johns Chug 1c

6. Town of Mamaroneck Council.

7. Jr. League Screening Hearing.

8. 'Back to School Night:

.At all elementary schools, middle school, and the high
school in the Mamaroneck-Larchmont area. Information
sharing, brochure distribution.

9. PTA meetings at the following locations:

.All public elementary schools, middle school and high school,
all parochial schools, Westchester Day School. Initial meet-
ings were fo owed up by distribution of brochures at multiple
school fu t 's throughout the year as well as talks-to
various grps,ithin the PTAs that are listed above.

10. Faculty meetings, atprivate and public institutions should
be attended in ordv. to disseminate information concerning
the program .to facdlty members and administrators. Specific
questionS should be encouraged during these meetings from the
audience.

11. Lions Club.

12. Rotary Club

13. The Sons of Italy.

14. Hadassah.

15. National Council of Jewish Women.

16. Newcomer's Club of Larchmont.

17. Garden Club.

18. Jr. Women's Club

19. Jr. League.

20. Strait Gate Church.

21. Temple & Church luncheons.

10
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22. Marriage Encounter groups.

23. Local Tenants Associations and Home Owner Associations.

Village Boards.

ZS. Local Board of EducattuffiwringsT-

. Z6TLeague of WotitorV-oters

27. Census Card List of 2-year olds living within the area.

G. Community *reach Activities

.Brochures should be distributed at supermarkets, playgrounds
and shopping centers as well as any other site of congregation. ---/

Posters should be plac.ed on billboards, telephone poles, in ghop

windows, libraries, apartment house lobbies-and sites of con-

' gregation. .

VII Logistics

.Project director maintains card catalogue with name of.)pgency, com-

munity group. Each contact is recorded. Review of ca alogue period-

ically insures maintenance of contact

.Master sign-up book is kept noting meetings that occur on each date; ,,

Staff members sign up for coverage of meetings. In some cases appoint-

ments are made for them by clerk. This is an essential item so that

the child-find actiyities run smoothly.

VIII. Actual sources of referrals for program participants

40% parent through letter or presentation at community and civic groups.

20% parent through nursery schools.
20% parent through social service agencies.
10% parent through the medical community.
10% other.

.It is important to note that all referrals have come_directly from

parent even if the patent has been referred to the facility by an

agency. This is an important issue since it deals with a parent's

right to pursue services and maintain the confidentiality of her

particular situation. Agencies have cooperated in giving parents

the name and phone number of our facility. If the parenet fail to

contact the facility, agencies then receive a rele e from the parent

giving permission for the parents to contact you directly concerning

the family. Only after this release, has been given will the facility

contact the parent regarding a referral made from a agency or other

group.

Attached: Appendices:
.brochures
.posters
.letters
.outline of prese tation,given to professional agencies*

*outline prepared by Mrs udit Landau, Social Worker
Pre.:School Learning Center, Central School

1100 Palmer Ave., Larchmont, N.Y.



LECTURE-TO PARENT & PROFESSIONAL GROUPS *

Pre - School Learning Center Program

. Children-with special physical 'problems.

.Grbss-mo-t-or

.Auditory visual
,.Perceptual motor coordination*
.Cognitive
. Developmental lags

.Speech and Language

.Children with behdvior problems

.Agressive

. Withdrawn

. Peer difficulties

. Family relationships

. Poor school adjustment

.Staff and the roles of each person

. Referral and search process

. Who is serviced and eligible and seryiced

.Children already in the program

.Parents in the piogram
Individual counseling
Study groups

.Forms of Publicity

Questions.

II. Normal Growth & Development expectation and needs

.0-1 year old baby
s.r year old toddler-

. 211 Syear old pie-schooler.

. 5 11 year old Kindergarten

. Prdblems
I

Thumbsucking
Rocking
Feeding disturbance
Sleep disturbance
Toilet Training problems
-Auto-mutilation-

12



Separation anxieties
Sibling problems
Impulse and aggressiveness control

,Withdrawal patterns
Development ofconscience
Axatent relationshipS and other authority difficulties

S.
III. Open End - parent orprofessionals'Aupstions and concerns.

13
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Dear Teacher:

Announcing New Pre-School Learning Center

FOR All Larchmont and Mamaroneck children aged 2-5 years who
have special problems-, P.lease listen for problems with
siblings of children in5rouTL-classioom. We are looking for
Children who have intellectual and emotional developmental
lags in addition to children with physical handicaps.

OUR PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN': Learn-Play Pre-School Programs
Psycho-educational Evaluation that includes testing
Auditory-visual evaluation and programs
Perceptual-motor training
Behavior management
Training in activities of daily living
Educational and cognitive help
Home programs and small group programs

OUR PROGnAl FOR PARENTS:
Counseling
Parents' groups

COST: FreeDservice part of the Public School System

WHERE: Central School -- ground floor classroom #150

CALL: Ow 8-9000 Ext. 317'

Mariann Mazzullo, Project nirector
Carol nharamsey, Social Worker
Enid Priedinan; Psycholoeist
Gary Hall, Psychologist

,/Judy Landau, Social-Worker
Patricia Oliff, Teacher

15



Dear Parent,

Announcing New Prg-School Learning Center

410..1-rtal.4 ft7

For: All Larchmoht and mamaroneck children aged 2 - S years who have
special problems.

Our Program for Children. Learn-Play Pre-School Proaram
auditory - visual - motor training

and/or
educational and psycholoaical help

and/or
training in daily living ikills

Our Program for their Parents: Couneelina,
Parents' Groups

Cost: Free dservice -'part Of the public school system.

Where: Central School - around floor classroom.

Call: OW 8 -900n Ext. 317

ariann azzullo, Project Director
Carol Dharamsey, Social Worker
Enid Pxiedman, Psychologist
nary Pall, Psychologist
Judy Landau, Social Worker
Patricia nlife, Teacher
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